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A life ii\ \\'l\icl\ tlu* soul 
Like tl\e needle to the pole 
Ever pointed upward, onward. 
Guiding every tiAOught and action 
Towai'd its AXakli^ as its goal. 
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A BRIEF SKETCH OP 



THE LIFE. 



Hamet Louise Doe Sackett was bom at Wilton, 
Saratoga County, New York, January eighteenth, 
eighteen hundred and eighteen. 

Her father was Walter P. Doe, a retired gentle- 
man of wealth and prominence. She was the 
youngest of a family of nine children, three sons 
and six daughters, who throughout their entire lives 
were remarkable in their devotion to one another 
and to the causes of religion, charity and benevo- 
lence. Much of Mrs. Sackett's early life was spent 
in loving and self-sacrificing attendance upon an 
invalid brother, and later, she was the voluntary 
companion of her mother, choosing to remain with 
her until the latter's death. Her mother was a 
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woman of remarkable attractiveness, intelligence 
and christian character and this long and close 
association served to strengthen and intensify in 
the daughter the many virtues with which she was 
naturally endowed. 

Soon after her mothers death, or on Octciber 
sixteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, she was 
married to Edwartl Sackett at Sarat^^ga Springs, 
and removed with him to Chicago where they re- 
sided, most happily, for about ten years or until the 
death of her husband which occurred on January 
seventeenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-six. 

They were blessed with one child, a son, Walter 
Agustns Sackett, who was bom July seventeenth, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, at the residence of his mother's sister, Mrs. 
E. 0. Seaman, the house which now bears the name 
of " Sa(!KETT Hall " in memory of this same sim. 
Within a year after the death of her husband, Mrs. 
Sackett removed with her son from Chicago to Ann 
Arlx>r, and made her home henceforth, for the most 
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part, with her brother-in-law, and devoted herself 
to the care and edncatiou of her son. He proved a 
youth of most amiable disposition, a joy to his 
mother, and beloved by all who knew him. His 
early death, which occurred on January twenty-first, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four, in his seven- 
teenth year, just as he was beginning to yield the 
first fruits of a noble manhood, was the occasion of 
a sorrow to his widowed mother, too deep for human 
symjmthy to assuage. But notwithstanding this 
crowning bereavement, her firm faith in the mercy 
and goodness of God never wavered, and thereafter 
until her death, her active mind and loving heart 
was ever ready to do Him service. Though she 
ox)ntinued to make her home with her sister in Ann 
Arbor, much of her time was spent henceforth, with 
her niece and step-sons in Wisconsin, where she 
was always a welcome visitor, and many are the 
instances they relate of the good deeds and sub- 
stantial charities that remain to signalize these 
visits. 
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Mrs. Sackett was always intensely loyal to the 
Church of which she was a member, and believed 
that the greatest benefits wotdd flow from assisting 
its efforts to do good through the regularly organ- 
ized channels. Her contributions to the Home and 
Foreign Mission Boards of the Presbyterian Church 
were frequent, and, considering the limitations of 
her means, at times, munificent She took no nar- 
row view of the benevolent work of the Church, but 
sought to keep herself informed of what it was en- 
deavoring to do in all directions and to each cause 
give its due proportion. 

From the l>eginniug of her residence in Ann 
Arbor, she took an active interest in the welfare of 
the Church there, and was always in full accord with 
the efforts made by its members to fulfil their pecu- 
liar mission in provitling religious instruction for 
the young men and women attending the ITniversity. 
There is no branch of Christian effort in connection 
with that church that has not receive<l from her, over 
and over again, encouragement and help. Seldom 
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WAS her aid directly appealed to, it came unsolicited 
and unstinted as soon as the need became known to 
her. She never gave grudgingly, but wisely, and 
seemed to derive full enjoyment from the good the 
deed accomplished. 

She was ever mindful of the fact that the mem- 
bers of this congregation are continually subjected to 
a special strain, upon both pui^se and energy, in pro- 
viding a church home for the many who are but tem- 
porary residents among them, and her helpful deeds 
were often prompted by this thought The purpose 
to be |)erpetually a partner with them in this pleasant 
duty found expression in that provision of her will 
which left the sum of six thousand dollars in. tinist to 
the trustees of this congregation for the building of 
a par»mage. 

The beautiful organ which she gave the Church 
as she lay ui)on her death-bed, was a fitting key- 
stone to the memorial archway of ])eueficeuce8 that 
her deeds Iniilt up in aiding the work of that Con- 
gregation, and will never fail to associate grateful 
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acknowledgments with her name. 

But above all helpful things which she did, it 
was given her to see and appreciate wherein by her 
act she might inaugurate a branch of Christian 
activity of far greater import and wider influence 
than any hitherto attempted in the educational cen- 
ter where she had made her home for so many 
years. The purpose of the Tappan Presbyterian 
Association met with her unqualified approval from 
its first announcement, and her thoughts were soon 
busy with plans for helping it to fulfil its worthy 
mission. At first a portion, and later all of the val- 
uable real estate, including the fine house which 
she had acquired upon the death of her brother-in- 
law, was deeded to the Association. The house to be 
henceforth known as •* Sackett Hall," in memory of 
her son. In addition to this, she aided the Asso- 
ciation with a gift of one thousand doUara at a 
much needed moment, by which it was able to make 
available for its ase the library that had come into 
its possession from many sources, and which without 
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her assistance could not, for an indefinite time, have 
been thrown open to the poblic. She took great 
interest in every detail of the work of this Associa- 
tion, and several months before her death, she had 
the satisfaction of seeing its buildings dedicated, 
and its labors commended by the General Assembly 
of the Church in the welfare of which all the ener- 
gies of her soul had been so long enlisted. 

Physically, she never had been strong, and sev- 
eral severe sicknesses had resulted in permanent 
inpairment of her health, so that in the latter years 
of her life she suffered much and frequently. But 
her mind rose superior to her bodily ailments, and 
she bore with remarkable foiiitude and patience the 
suffering to which she was subjected. Honest and 
true, frank and outspoken, her manner seemed to a 
stranger tinged with asperity at times, but to those 
to whom it was given to know her most intimately, 
she gave abundant evidence of a kind and loving 
heart, and a gentle and sympathetic disposition, 
which necessarily accompany acti<ms such as those 
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that havo nceeDtuated ))er life's history. 

She died March twenty-seventh, eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety-two, in the seventy-fifth year of her 
age; with a happy consciousness of a life-work done; 
in perfect peace and contentment With the simple 
faith of a trustful child in the promise of Him 
whom she so long obeyed and served she passed 
away, eagerly desiring to meet those who had gone 
before and "to depart and be with Christ; which is 
far better." 

Those who have known her will never forget 
tlie lesson which, her life so plainly taught; that 

THE SOUL HAS HERE BUT A TEMPORARY ABIDING 
PLACE, IT IS SOON TO " GO HENCE;" AND THAT THE 
POSSESSIONS COMMITTED TO ITS CABE WHILE HERE 
ARE TO BE USED TO DO THE WORK OF HiM WHO GAVE 
THEM. W. .T. H. 

Ann Arbob, Man^h 27th, 1893. 
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Testimony from Vis session of 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN. 



Mrs. H. Louise Doe Sackett entered into rest on 
the twenty-seventh day of March, 1892. The First 
Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor, cherishing her 
memory as a precious inheritance, would inscribe by 
the hand of Session these words in token of tender 
affection. The hearts of the people of the Church 
are in sorrow for this loss in the company upon earth. 
The blessed life of Mrs. Sackett has been interwoven 
with the life of the people of this Church for twenty- 
five years. Their wants and anxieties have been 
made hei-s; her ways and means of service have 
become theirs. She has been a special providence in 
the hands of Him who careth for us. Holding all 
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that she had in the great desire to be a faithful 
steward, watchful that she might be wise to the 
utmost, diligent that nothing from the Master should 
suffer waste, the spirit of her purpose is to us a per- 
petual inspiration. The work of Christ in this place 
and in distant places has been blessed of Him 
through the hand and thought and heart of Mrs. 
Sacketi Gratefully we acknowledge this blessing, 
silently made known to us in the struggles of the 
past, in the interests of the present, and in provision 
for the future. Most grateful must the Church con- 
tinue to be to her, and to God who hath vouchsafed 
her ministrations. And thankful, as well, to the 
members of her family, who have extended their 
encouragement to her labors for Christ. To them in 
the sorrow of their separation this Church desires to 
extend most heartfelt sympathy. 
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TRIBUTE TO HER PAITHPUti AND EPPIC'IENT SERVICE 
hy the 
REV. J. MILLS CELSTON, 

Pmlor (if UtA PIR8T PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

Ann ArfHH\ Michigan 



When I heard of the death of Mrs. Sackett, my 
mind naturally turned to the joy of the newly ran- 
somed soul as it passes from earth to Heaven. Just 
across the line are the Angels in waiting. Possibly, 
yes probably, some of the loved ones who had gone 
before were there. Then came the glorious jour- 
ney, with its sequel of hallelujahs and welcome 
into the company of the redeemed; and there, best 
of all, the vision and greeting of the Saviour himself. 
Out of death into life! Oat of time into eternity! 
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Out of all human infirmity into unspeakable vic- 
tory! Who would not have such an experience! 

She had her wish too. Simple and trusting as a 
child, without a pain, without a struggle, she fell 
asleep and awoke to all this joy. Such was the 
beautiful ending of a noble life. 

And then again, I thought how surrounded we 
are with memorials of Mrs. Sackett Her gifts are 
inseparable from any of the work of the Church. 
The very ceiling above our heads was frescoed by 
her generosity. The beautiful organ to whose tones 
we have listened is her latest gift. How significant 
that she should have just lived long enough to know 
that it was erected and to hear that the whole con- 
gregation had risen en musse to express by vote 
their appreciation and love to her for the gift! By 
its very association, with one who is in Heaven, this 
organ will ever speak to us in most tender and 
sacred notes. 

It will remind us of the music of Heaven. We 
know there is glorious music in Heaven ; and while 
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we are listing to the harmonies which breath from 
the pipes of this splendid instrument, she will be 
worshiping before the same Qod our Saviour, only 
much nearer the throne than we. 

It will remind us of the fellowship of Heaven, 
" The General Assembly of the Church of the First 
bom in Heaven and on Earth," are one company. 
The lines which separate the pilgrims of earth 
from the great host in Heaven are more apparent 
than real. They seem to us hard and fast lines* 
But they will break. They will vanish and be no 
more. The two are one company. We have one 
fellowship with God and with His son Jesus Christ. 
Even now the unseen is nearer than we think. 

Again I have said to myself, what a peculiar 
Providence that Mrs. Sackett, with both her ability 
and will to do for the Lord was sent to this Church 
in the hour of its sore struggle? You, who recall 
the former days and remember the hours of trial 
and hardship, will not say there was no Providence 
in it. This is a i^eculiar field for christian effort. 
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As one of the very greatest educational centers in 
the country, it is one of the gravest importance. 
The vast stream of young life pouring through this 
city ye€^ after year, will be given spiritual direction 
by the Christianity found in our Churches. In view 
of these facts, I cannot doubt that the mission 
which the deceased has here fulfilled, is one to 
which she was especially called and sent by 
almighty Ood. She has helped to establish and 
strengthen to a singular degree the foundations of 
this Church. By her noble gift of Sackett Hall, 
she has set in motion influences which will grow 
grander and more potent as the years go by to aiBFect 
the student life of the University. Generations yet 
unlx)rn will some day testify to the results, which 
were made possible by her thought and will. 

And will she up in Heaven be ignorant of all 
this x)rogress and result? I do not believe ii 
'^ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
. . . and their works do follow them." These 
works will therefore abide in her knowledge and 
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memory. She will follow them with unabating in- 
terest, and they will continue to afford her unceasing 
joy even in Heaven. 

The fact is, that the true way for persons of 
means to carry their wealth with them beyond the 
grave, the way to make this wealth a source of eter- 
nal joy, is to recoin it in the treasures of Heaven. 
And no one ever did seek to use, as the steward of 
God, that which God gave, but what that soul was 
found greatly enriched thereby in Heaven. 

There are all too few like the deceased who appre- 
ciate these " treasures laid up in Heaven " or have 
sufficient love for the Saviour. 

May we not learn something also from the life of 
the deceased concerning the ministry of sorrow? 

When Mrs. Sackett came here it was in the lone- 
liness and mourning of a widow. She came with 
her only son, Walter, intending to give him the best 
possible education and all the careful training her 
mother-love could bestow. But by a singular Prov- 
idence he was suddenly taken away. The blow was 
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a terrible one. It crushed her very hope and turned 
day into night For a long time she could not see 
anything clearly. It is evident her heart turned to 
her departed and only son Walter, up to the hour of 
her death. Sackett Hall is given as a memorial of 
him; and that this might never be forgotten, she has 
placed in the wall of the building a marble slab 
attesting the fact The last time she read her Tes- 
tament her mind seems to have turned to him. "We 
found her book-mark in the place where we are told 
how Christ raised from the dead the son of the 
widow of Nain (Luke 7:11-15). You remember 
Jesus met the procession just outside the city. The 
young man carried out was "the only son of his 
mother and she was a widow," Jesus " touched the 
bier, and he said, young man, I say unto thee arise. 
And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak; 
and he delivered him to his mother." 

Mi's. Sackett had penciled some brackets around 
this account, and to her thought, while reading it, she 
was herself that widow. The young man was her son. 
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She longed to have him restored to her alive. To- 
day that wish is granted; mother and son have been 
restored to each other in Heaven! The mystery of 
her affliction is solved. Yea, and it has by grace 
wrought out for her "a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory." It was her sorrow, possibly, 
which made her ponder and care so much for the 
welfare of other mothers' sons. From the soil of 
her woe enriched by the Divine Spirit, no doubt 
grew those thoughts, if not plans, which are taking 
shape in the work which will go on in connection 
with Sackett and McMillan Halls. Her generous 
spirt, her noble life, her worthy aims received a 
richer growth, a new direction, a grander sequel in 
Heaven, by the minstry of sorrow. The Providence 
of God is good, it is wise, it is loving. In the dark- 
ness of the night it is hard to understand, but the 
day shall declare it. 
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AdthfM of 

DR. WALLACE RADCLirPC, 
President of 

TAPPAN PRESBYTERIAN ABAOCIATION. 

There is no need of added word save to express on 
the part of the Association I represent an apprecia- 
tion of the faith and service of this departed saint. 
It is pleasing to hear the fitting and graceful tribute 
to her devotion, the simplicity of faith and readi- 
ness of siicrifice in this congregation. Being dead, 
she will speak in the gifts which enshi'ine her mem- 
ory, and though silent, she will lead the praise of the 
grt»at congi'egation for generations. Her thoughtf ul- 
ness <lid not voiute here. Fix)m these altars she 
C4uight the inspiration which led her into even larger 
an<l nioiv enduring service. 

In this conmiunity, thcChuivh of Christ is con- 
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fronted with one of its most intricate problems in 
seeking to determine her true relations to the State 
University. To its solution a few minds, here and 
there, are intent, but the general mind of the Church 
has l)een and still is inert and thoughtless. The Pres- 
byterian C/hurch of Michigan had addressed herself to 
this work, but of necessity the work was languid, 
fitful and of few results. We had an occasional 
lectureship, but the whole idea lacked organization 
and movement. It was given to Mrs. Sackett to 
i^ecognize the opportunity and need, and by her con- 
siderate l>enefaction to summon the Church into the 
present large and hopeful effort. Out of our griefs 
GckI brings our l)e.st thoughts. The stars appear 
when we sit in the darknesss. It seemed to her a 
hanl and bitter thing when she was \yereft of her only 
son. But her thoughts in her own loss were led to 
other mothei-s' sons. Her heart was touched with 
compassion and her faith fired with zeal to bring to 
sons exiled from their homes the lovinir natuit) of the 
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Church. Again and again, her mother heart would 
yearn for her son that he might come back again. 
He has resurrection in the fact and fruits of Sackett 
Hall. It was very pathetic as we heard of her read- 
ing and underscoring the scriptural story of ''The 
only son of his mother and she wa« a widow." Many 
a time she read it through, her tears unmindful that 
in these walls consecrated to our Presbyterian youth, 
in their teachings and inspirations, in the lives guided, 
quickened and Ktrengthene<l in christian life and 
church loyalty, her son has risen again and will live 
through successive generations. It is a good thing 
that faith has sometimes such signal exhibition and 
i-eward. It is a right thing that we herald its work 
and honor its memory. It is the challenge to us 
who aix* laggard. It illustmtes the possibility which 
inheres in sincerity and faithfulness. Her life was 
not at all of the conspicuous and commanding. She 
move<l in a quiet (»ircle. Her voice was not heard in 
the sti'cet. By providential infirmity she was debarred 
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from the usual round of acquaintance and social en- 
joyment. Many even in this Church did not know 
her. Her circle was her home, and her companion 
her bible. The world would have little to say for 
such a life. It asks for the noise, the crowd, the 
observation which it calls success. The world says 
"success is success. '^ But God says faithfulness is suc- 
cess. ''Be thou faithful unto death and I will give 
thee a crowTi of life." Tin's disciple wjis faithful. 
She used what she had in the fear of God. She was 
lifted alK)ve sordid and selfish use, and sought opportun- 
ity to illustrate her stewardship. She was successful, 
here the crown of life. Her work will abide. What 
development of this work the future may disclose we 
do not know, but whatever of pleasure or l)encfit it 
may minister, whatever of home life or church na- 
ture, whatever of religious knowledge or spiritual 
culture, sending down to homes and Churches an in- 
creasing flow of life and I'efreshment, it will still be 
rememlx^i-ed that her sympathies were prompt and 
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qiiick to realize the need, and her loving gifts laid 
the foundation for this work. The Pi-esbyterian 
Church of Michigan will revere her memory and exe- 
cute faithfully her trust. The two talents have 
become two talents more. Humble disciple, faithful 
steward, enter into the joy of thy Loixl. 
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